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NEWSLETTER NO. 1 – 30th JANUARY 2018 

Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back everyone, it was lovely to see our children arrive so happily and enthusiastically on their first day of the year. 

A special welcome to our new pupils, we hope that they are all soon settled and feeling at home. 

 

STAFF CHANGES: 

It is with sincere regret that we need to let you know that our preschool teacher, Skysha Barrett 

is leaving us as she is relocating to Cape Town.  Skysha’s husband, Chris, has accepted a new job 

there from the beginning of February. We had hoped that Skysha would be able to work her 

term’s notice, but she and Chris have decided that the family need to move down to Cape Town 

together, in time for him to start work. Skysha’s last day at our school will be this Friday, 2nd 

February. Skysha has been a valued and competent teacher, filled with compassion and 

understanding of our children, and she will be sorely missed. We wish her all of the best in her 

new home and in the place where she finds employment.  

 

On a positive note, we have employed a new teacher to take Skysha’s place. Her name is 

Tammy Smulders. She is a fully qualified teacher, having a 4 yr Higher Diploma in 

Education (Foundation Phase) from the Johannesburg College of Education, as well as a 

BA degree majoring in Psychology and Education. Tammy has a 10 year old special needs 

son which gives her excellent insight into the varied needs of our children here at 

Cornerstone. She is also trained in Makaton signing which will be invaluable when 

communicating with the children in her class. Tammy and her husband are moving here 

from Johannesburg. Tammy is working a term’s notice at her current school and will be 

joining us at the beginning of the 2nd term. We are excited to have her join our team.  

 

In the interim, it has been decided that Sheryl will take over the preschool until Tammy is able to join us, thereby avoiding 

too many changes of staff for our little ones.  With the help of our two assistants, Candy and Thulile, the preschool will be 

well taken care of.  

We have several options available to us regarding the smooth operation of the admin side of the office, as Sheryl will not be 

available during the mornings. Plans for this will be in place by Monday.  

 

ASSISTANTS AND INTERNS: 

Our Foundation and Junior classes are almost full and we have appointed assistants to help the teachers, 

Lorrell and Tansy. Pearl Mtembu, our teacher intern, has been appointed to work with Lorrell in the 

Junior Class. In addition to classroom responsibilities, Pearl will be running several extended-curricular 

programmes for the Foundation and Junior Classes, such as Computers, Cooking, LEGO, Library, and Art. 

We are delighted to have someone as enthusiastic and competent as Pearl to be in charge of these 

subjects. Pearl is currently studying her ECD preschool qualification part-time through Embury Teachers 

Training College, and we wish her the very best in her studies and upcoming exams.  
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We have also appointed Lee-anne King as an assistant to Tansy in the Foundation Class. Lee has 

become a very familiar figure in our school. She began volunteering at Cornerstone in 2015, 

coming regularly twice a week to help us out with covering books, organising our library and most 

especially working with our children in the preschool. We are really happy to now be able to offer 

Lee full time work at our school, from the beginning of March 2018. Lee is interested in studying 

teaching, and we will be encouraging and supporting her wherever possible.  

 

 

 

EXPANSION PLANS: 

We have managed to secure the donation of another prefab from M Projects, which is due to arrive soon. This prefab will be 

divided into two rooms. The one will be used for the Preschool Bridging Class for their table top work. The second one will 

be used by Clinical Psychologist, Charlene Kodi. We are very happy to have Charlene based at our school and we know that 

she will be a wonderful advisor to the teachers and support to our pupils and their parents when needed.  

 

VOLUNTEERS: 

 

We have two new volunteers joining our team in February.  

Sarah Schultz (left) is going to be assisting us on Monday and Thursday 

mornings with administrative work, filing, printing and laminating etc.  

Sarah has just completed her 3 year Grade R teacher’s certificate with the 

Caversham Instititute.  

Jessica Roux (right) is going to be a part of our volunteering team on a 

daily basis. Jessica would also like to study further, and is interested in 

teaching the Foundation Phase.  

We are fortunate to have such wonderful volunteers keen to assist and 

support us. 

 

We hope you have all enjoyed your first week at Cornerstone as much as we have, and we look forward to another happy 

year together. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Sheryl and the Cornerstone Team 


