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NEWSLETTER NO 2 – JUNE 2017 

Dear Parents  

 

NEW ENROLMENTS: 

The first half of the year seems to be flying past faster than usual. We have had a really busy time as we have 

been observing and assessing new pupils, one at a time, and each of them over a 2 week period.  

We were able to overlap a few of these assessments, but have only managed to finish them all now, and have 

completed enrolments for 9 of these pupils.  

Our preschool has now increased to 12 pupils and we have divided them into 2 separate classes. Skysha is 

continuing in her position as the head of the preschool, but we are delighted to have also appointed Pearl 

Mtembu to work alongside her. Pearl has been employed at our school as a teacher assistant since January 2016, 

and has proved to be a very capable and caring member of our staff. Pearl will be taking over the responsibility of 

the younger preschool pupils, and Skysha will be working with the Bridging class pupils. Pearl has 5 pupils in her 

class and Skysha has 7 in her class, with Candy and Thulile working as teacher assistants. We began the new 

structure at the beginning of the term and it has been working really well, ensuring that all our children get the 

individual attention that they need. This preschool staff is a really dynamic, closely knit team and we are looking 

forward to seeing these children grow and develop under their guidance.  

 

NEW EQUIPMENT: 

Our new equipment is being well-used and we are amazed at the difference it is making to our children. The 

balancing beams are hugely popular and it is wonderful to see how the children’s agility and confidence is 

growing.  

It is also wonderful to have such a rich environment for the Junior classes to use during break time. The new 

equipment encourages a lot of active and creative/experimental play, a far cry from an empty playing field usually 

seen at primary school level. We are so grateful for the support and generosity of our sponsors who have made 

this possible.  
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We have recently used funds from fundraising events and other individual 

donations, to buy a wide variety of resources for the school. We sought advice 

from the OT at our school and purchased various items to assist with sensory 

challenges which many of our children have. Teachers are using these supports 

during the school morning, and will advise parents individually if there is 

something which they feel will be of value to your child in the home environment. 

Weighted belts, weighted wrist bands and weighted blankets are things which can 

make a big difference to the way a child works and behaves, and it is wonderful to 

be able to try these out for their suitability before parents needing to purchase 

their own.  

Various other exercise items such as gym mats, medicine balls, hedgehog style stepping stones, etc will be used 

during PE lessons, new percussion instruments for music lessons, and assorted constructions toys and 

manipulative toys for perceptual motor skills.  

 

We have purchased a beautiful Human Anatomy model which 

is to be used for the older pupils in their science classes. Two 

microscopes and several magnifying glasses of various 

strengths will also add great interest and value to their 

curriculum.  

 

Representatives from the Beekman Group came to visit our 

school on Tuesday to take photos of some of our pupils with 

the equipment which they donated to us. They were really 

happy to see how well the equipment was being used. Look 

out for photos in the Herald soon. 

 

NEW GATE: 

As you are probably aware, we were having difficulty with the main entrance gate to the school which certain 

children were managing to rattle and shake until it broke the magnetic catch.  No one could believe this was 

possible until we witnessed it with our own eyes, and no amount of distracting or reprimanding made any 

difference whatsoever. After having the gate repaired several times, we finally had a new, sturdier one made 

which is working really well. We have also installed extra security measures with a strong spring loaded latch on 

the side entrance gate to prevent any “runners” escaping. The teachers have breathed a sigh of relief as they are 

no longer having to continually monitor the gate. 

 

BELLEVUE PARK: 

We are having our regular family picnic at Bellevue Park, Ramsgate on Saturday 24th June from 10:00 – 12:00am. 

Entrance fee is R15 per person. Please bring your own refreshments, chairs, picnic blanket. Children may also like 

to bring their bikes or scooters to ride on the pathways, but there are plenty of activities at the park to keep them 

occupied for a long time. This is just an informal social occasion where our families get to spend time together.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

FOUNDATION AND JUNIOR CLASS OUTING:  

Lorrell’s and Tansy’s classes will be going on an outing to the Fire Station 

soon – a letter with more details, as well as the consent form, will follow as 

soon as we have confirmation of the date. 

 

MEASLES CAMPAIGN: 

The Department of Health is conducting a nationwide 

Measles Campaign during this month, and will be 

coming to our school on Monday 19th June to give free 

Measles vaccine injections to our children who are 

under 5 years of age.  

Parents of these children will have the consent form attached to this newsletter. Please send your child’s Road to 

Health Booklet together with the signed consent form, back to school TOMORROW, so that we have all our 

documentation ready for Monday. 

 

ROAD TO HEALTH BOOKLET/PROOF OF IMMUNISATIONS: 

There are a few parents who have indicated that their children’s immunisations are up to date, but have not yet 

sent us a copy of the child’s Road to Health Booklet. This is a school requirement, so please could you send us a 

copy either by email or we will make a copy for you at school. The Department of Health will be checking our 

records and we would like to have this ready also by Monday.  

 

If anyone would like further information on the symptoms/severity of measles or the use of vaccines, please 

speak to Sheryl in the office.  

 

STAFF TRAINING:  

The teachers are attending a 5 day autism specific training course in Durban from 17th – 21st 

July, which is during the last week of the school holidays. We have managed to find 

sponsorship for the bulk of the costs and are grateful to Rotary for making this awesome 

training possible.  

 

HOLIDAYS: 

Friday 16th June is Youth Day, and the school will be closed on that public holiday.   

The second term ends on Thursday 29th June. We will reopen on Tuesday 25th July. 

 

QUOTE FOR THE DAY: 

The latest research is confirming that 

“THE ABILITY TO SELF REGULATE IS CONSIDERED A STRONGER PREDICTOR OF ACADEMIC & SOCIAL 

SUCCESS, COMPETENCE and MENTAL WELLBEING THAN IQ OR ENTRY-LEVEL READING and MATH SKILLS”. 

Thank you all for taking the time to read this letter. Please remember to make a note of important dates before 

discarding it. 

Kind Regards 

Sheryl and the Cornerstone Team 


