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NEWSLETTER NO. 2 – JUNE 2018 

Dear Parents 

 

So much has happened during this first semester of 2018, that I have not been able to keep you all as informed as I would 

have liked. After spending the first term teaching the preschool class,  

I would like to say a really special thank you to the whole of the Cornerstone Staff, who ensured that everything ran 

smoothly, and it was barely noticeable that I was not there. However, as we now come to the end of the second term, we 

are well into routine and I am back in the office once again, after having bronchitis and being off school for 2 weeks. 

 

STAFF: 

My first term was spent teaching the Preschool class, which I enjoyed enormously, and I wondered how on earth I was going 

to adjust to office work again. Admin work did accumulate rather fast, but no harm was done, and the Easter holidays were 

a good time to catch up on everything.  

 

It was therefore with great pleasure and anticipation that I handed the Preschool Class over to Tammy Smulders at the 

beginning of the second term. Tammy simply slotted in as though she had been here forever. The children took to her 

instantly, and she has a natural rapport and understanding of our children. Tammy has had a chance to meet with all the 

parents/caregivers of her pupils during the course of the term, and the channels of communication are open for further 

interaction when needed.  

 

Our staff has grown somewhat, as all classes (even a class of only 5 pupils) now have a qualified teacher, and at least one 

assistant. This is working really well, and enabling our teachers to give of their best to each child. It is a real pleasure to work 

with such a wonderful group of dedicated, passionate and superbly competent teachers, who are also great team players, 

always looking for ways to assist one another, and nothing is ever too much trouble. Being such a fun filled bunch is just the 

cherry on the top . All of this makes for a really happy work environment, so that we all look forward to school every day.  

 

We have also had Thembi in the preschool every day, on a volunteer basis. She is currently looking for work as a teacher’s 

assistant, but in the meantime is gaining experience here at our school. We have been grateful to Thembi for all her help this 

past term.  

 

REPORTS:  

 

 

Our new pupils have all settled in remarkably well and their happiness and progress are evident on a 

daily basis. School reports are complete and will be handed out on the last day of term. It was with 

great pride and joy that I was able to read these detailed reports, and note how well the staff know 

their pupils, and how much progress has been made during the past 6 months. I am sure parents are 

also looking forward to receiving the reports, you can all be proud of your children and their 

achievements.  
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AFTER CARE: 

At the beginning of the second term we decided to offer an aftercare service, on a trial basis, to see if this was a viable 

proposition. Our goal was to have a minimum of 8 children enroll at the aftercare, but it soon became apparent that the 

need was very limited. Only 4 pupils attended aftercare during the 2 months that it was offered, with no other pupils being 

identified as having a need for this service.  The school Board therefore took the decision to cancel the aftercare, as it was 

felt that the strain on the school staff and the physical resources was not warranted.   

  

EXPANSION PLANS: 

The prefab which was installed in February has been a wonderful addition to our facilities. Charlene Kodi, Clinical 

Psychologist, has moved into the one room and the other room is being well-utilised by the Preschool Bridging class. 

Charlene has been very busy working with some of our pupils, doing base-line assessments, diagnosis and counselling when 

needed. She is also advising the teachers and assisting with CARS assessments etc. Charlene is also available to parents and 

the public for private consultations and counselling, and is a real asset to our school.  

 

The Bridging Class love going to do their school 

readiness work in the prefab. It is a great space 

for them to do their more formal work, and they 

feel rather grown-up going there. Even some of 

the younger preschoolers are insistent that they 

need to do school readiness too, so Tammy uses 

this enthusiasm and takes them along for age 

appropriate activities.  

 

 

 

DONATIONS: 

We approached the Sheppie Lions for help with installing air conditioners in the prefab 

rooms, and were delighted when they agreed to do so. The air cons were installed in March 

and made a huge difference, as the rooms were unusable in the full heat of summer. Another 

donor also sponsored blinds for the prefab, to keep out the glare of the sun, and for security 

purposes.  

We are currently busy with presentations to potential sponsors. We are so grateful to the 

Hibiscus Coast Rotary Anns who have given us a significant donation which we will be 

allocating towards our most urgent needs.  

The Nomads have approached us with the view to supporting our school financially as well as 

with maintenance and other needs. 

The Umkomaas Lodge has also undertaken to keep us as their charity of choice again this 

year, and will be having a bowls fundraiser in June, of which we are the beneficiaries. 

 

 

STAFF TRAINING: 

 

The Vocational Committee of Hibiscus Coast Rotary Club have once again agreed to sponsor some 

staff training. Tammy Smulders and Tansy Allison will be attending a 5 day intensive training course 

in Durban, offered by The Autism Project. This course was attended by our other teachers in June 

last year, and is highly recommended. Unathi Kamanga (Speech Therapist) and Danielle Mulder (OT) 

are also attending the course in their private capacity.  



 
Tammy and Sheryl are attending a Makaton Foundation 1 & 2 course in Durban at the end of July, 

also to be sponsored by the Rotary Club, who have been instrumental in enabling our teachers to 

get the training they need over the past few years.   

Makaton signing is really helpful with our pupils who may be delayed with their language 

development, and the signing and gestures makes communication easier.  

 

 

OUTING 

The two senior classes went on an outing to Arigato Farm, where they were able to 

groom and ride the horses. It was a highly memorable experience for the children, and 

we can see how much they benefit from interaction with animals, and with horses in 

particular. If you are interested in finding out more, or taking your child for a visit to the 

stables, please speak to one of us at school for more details. Our facebook page is full of 

lovely pictures of this event. A very big thank you to Rehoboth Children’s Village for so 

kindly transporting our children and staff to the farm, using their trustworthy and kind 

driver Joseph.  

 

 

 

 

MAGIC SHOW 

Ryan Smulders, of Wowwee Magic, has entertained our children this morning with 

a wonderful, lively and amazing magic show. His tricks were amazing and highly 

entertaining, and the children had such a wonderful time. Special thanks to Ryan, 

and his wife Tammy for arranging this treat for our children on breakup day. Ryan 

is available to do shows at children’s parties and other events – we have sent a 

card home with his contact details in your child’s bag today.  

 

 

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

School is closing today and will reopen on TUESDAY 17th July. We trust that you will all have a wonderful break from the 

normal school routine, and return refreshed and ready for the new term. 

 

Kind Regards 

Sheryl and the Cornerstone Team 


