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NEWSLETTER NO 1 – MARCH 2017 

Dear Parents  

After a lovely restful holiday, the teachers were ready and happy to be starting a new academic year and to 

welcome back our much loved Cornerstone family, both the children and parents. 

ENROLMENTS: 

It was good to start this year with so many new children in the preschool. The preschool teachers have been very 

busy with observations and assessments of these new pupils, and are delighted to see how well they have settled 

down into our school environment. Smiling, happy faces in the mornings are what makes our job so worthwhile. 

We have had a few children in the Junior school move to a different class this year and are pleased to see how 

well they have settled into their new environment. The children were prepared for the move by their teachers at 

the end of last year and it definitely made it easier for everyone.  

Although we have had a few children leave, our classes are full and we have started 2017 on a really positive note.  

SPONSORSHIP: 

It has always amazed us how pro-active our community has been in volunteering their support before we even get 

to ask. This year was no exception, and we have been overwhelmed by offers of sponsorship from our local 

community starting in December already.  

 

We were contacted during the school holidays by the Beekman Group, asking 

us to indicate our needs and wishes for 2017. We drew up an extensive 

proposal with quotations and motivations for our requests, and are 

delighted to report that they agreed to sponsor a significant portion of the 

proposal.   

Items that are being sponsored by the Beekman Group are: 

 Interactive e-Instruction smartboard together with educational software. This will be installed in our new 

Activity Room on Monday 20th March, and training for our teachers to use it will be scheduled for the 

second term. This invaluable resource has been on our wish list for a few years, and now finally our dream 

has come true. Teachers are looking forward to receiving their training and using it with their pupils.  

 A new microwave oven to be used in cooking classes.  

 Small jungle gym with slide especially for the smaller children who need assistance 

 Movable climbing and balancing equipment for outdoor use 

 New painting easel and another sensopathic tray. 

 A “clatter bridge” to be placed at the top of the garden to extend the use of our outdoor area. 

 Microsoft Office software installed on all 5 children’s computers in the media room. 

(A very special thank  you to Carl Werner of the Beekman IT  department, who came on board with us in 2014 

when we first opened the school, and freely gives of his time and expertise to install and maintain all the 

computers in our school. We are so grateful to have such a specialist in the IT field assisting us, and for all the long 

hours of work that Carl does for us, after hours. Thanks also to his family for supporting him in this service to our 

school.) 
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The Sheppie Lions approached us during the hottest day in February asking if we had any 

further needs. Instantly our thoughts were for the Junior 2 class struggling with the heat in 

their prefab and we requested an air conditioner for them. We quickly obtained 4 

quotations and were so pleased that Lions agreed to go ahead with this rather large cost 

due to the size of the classroom. The installation was completed on Monday, and now 

Lorrell is the most popular teacher in the school and everyone is very happy to help her 

throughout the day! A very big thank you to Sheppie Lions who have once again come to our assistance, they 

really are great supporters of our school. 

 

Rotary Club of Hibiscus Coast are also regular sponsors, and they have once again offered to 

help us with another donation towards our Vocational Skills Programme. We have not 

finalised this yet as we are waiting to receive quotes before submitting our proposal. More 

information will follow in due course. 

 

Pat Symcox is an old friend, and when he leant about our school he and his wife 

Estelle decided to try and raise funds for us. Estelle is an amazingly energetic, 

competent, and compassionate lady who put together a highly successful Ladies 

Breakfast at the Port Shepstone Country Club on Saturday 11th March. A crowd of 170 

ladies attended this event, where they enjoyed a delicious breakfast catered for by 

Saffron Chefs, listened to the beautiful singing of talented local celebrity, Gal-Lee Tal, 

and were inspired, motivated and entertained by well-known speaker Ivy Sutton on 

the topic “Enjoy your husband”  

A memorable time was had by all, and a significant amount of money was raised for our school. Thank you so 

much to Estelle and her team of ladies from Re/Max who assisted her with the décor and the smooth organisation 

of the event.  

 

AWARENESS OF AUTISM AND OUR SCHOOL:  

Our school is becoming well known not only locally but word is spreading further afield and we get 

scores of phone calls and referrals around the country from parents, schools, therapists, doctors, 

etc. This is wonderful as it means we are reaching out to those who need us, which is our sole 

purpose. Continue to tell others about us, you are our best adverts.  

 

With autism affecting at least 1 in 100 people worldwide, and some countries reporting 1 in 68, 

most people will know at least one other person whose family is affected in some way by autism. With the 

diagnosis of autism becoming more prevalent, it means that more parents will be seeking the help that they need 

for their children at an earlier age. Early intervention is so important for the overall development and wellbeing of 

our children with autism and their families.  

 

WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY: 

World Autism Awareness Day is on Sunday 2nd April 2017. This day falls in the holidays as it often does, so we will 

not be making any particular plans at school. However, the autism community is divided on many issues relating 

to autism awareness and how it is represented. There are many who are strongly opposed to the “Light it up Blue” 

campaign which was initially started by Autism Speaks, an organisation in USA. Others oppose the use of the 

puzzle piece as a symbol of autism. As a school we are not opposed to any of these symbols, colours or events, but 



 

appreciate the intent behind them, which is to create awareness, support and an identity for the autism 

community. However, we respect the personal opinions and beliefs of others, and therefore we will take a neutral 

stance. If one person is hurt by our actions, then that is one person too many. We encourage you to follow your 

own thoughts and convictions with the same regard for others as you would have for yourself. Enjoy the day and 

know that you and your child are treasured and that God has a purposeful plan for your life.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Social media is here to stay and can be an incredible tool if used responsibly. Please remember to always BE KIND, 

we are all trying our best - parents, children, teachers, therapists, schools – it is our aim to build up and not to tear 

down. Not every thought should be shared publicly, some discussions should rather take place in a different 

forum. Be especially considerate of what and how much you share about your child and your family’s personal life 

– will your child and your family be affected by what you are sharing?  Is it respectful, is it kind, is it necessary? In 

10 years’ time will your child be proud of your post?  

Our school is represented in the following ways on social media. Let’s ensure that our school image is honourable 

in all its interactions on social media. 

 

 a website cslc.co.za   

 

 a Facebook page Cornerstone Learning Centre 

https://www.facebook.com/CornerstoneLearningCentre   

              

 

 a Facebook page Autism South Coast https://www.facebook.com/AutismSouthCoast/  This  

was started before the school opened, and is used to share information specifically about 

autism and related conditions.  

 

 In addition we have a Closed Facebook Group for parents of our school only – this is a safe place to vent, 

to share stories, gripes, encouragement or advice. Rules of the group will be found at the top of the page – 

please do adhere to the group rules. Let us know if you would like to be added to the group.  

See link https://www.facebook.com/groups/Cornerstone.Connect.South.Coast/?ref=group_cover 

 

    1. Each teacher has a WhatsApp group for her class. This is used to share information 

or photos of a personal nature particular to her class. Feel free to connect with your 

class group if you have something to share. 

2. The office has a WhatsApp group for the whole school.  At least ONE MEMBER OF 

EACH FAMILY needs to belong to this WhatsApp group.  

PLEASE NOTE: This group is used only for important messages that need to be sent urgently. 

 Please DO NOT REPLY or comment to any message on this group. Remember that each message/  

 comment/reply sends a notification to every member of the group. This can be annoying if non-essential 

 messages are being forwarded. Comments and replies are to be sent directly to the admin of the group on 

 082 575 0128 or to your child’s teacher. Thank you for your co-operation. 

 If you do not have access to WhatsApp, please let the office know so that we can make alternative 

 arrangements for you to receive any highly urgent notice. 
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SCHOOL MANAGEMENT: 

The school is a non-profit organisation and is governed by a Board of Directors. There are 5 directors, including 

the principal, who meet several times per year, and have had their AGM for 2016. Renette Bodenstein, a parent of 

our school, once again generously volunteered to do our audit. Her financial report concluded that “the position 

of CSLC at 31 December 2015, and its financial performance and its cash flows for the year ended in accordance 

with the International Financial Reporting Stand for Small and Medium Sized Entities". Thanks Renette for your 

hard work. Renette also helps us with the Tax Returns which are required of us as a Public Benefit Organisation. 

She saves our school a great deal in auditing fees, and we are so grateful to her for assisting us in this way.  

 

FUTURE PLANS: 

We are committed to providing for the educational needs and overall 

development of each child enrolled at our school, according to his unique 

abilities.  Although our current premises are wonderful and are serving our 

needs very well, we are aware of the need to expand as our pupil 

enrolment increases.  

The Norwegian Settlers Church are a great support to us, and share our vision for our pupils and their families. 

They have given us permission to set up and build on their land, and have indicated their willingness to 

accommodate our need for a larger piece of land for future expansion. We have been working closely with the 

Church Council and their planning committee in this regard.  

The church have applied to the local authority to re-zone their property, and they have taken our school into 

consideration by including educational zoning in their application. Once this is approved we will be able to submit 

plans for the building of new classrooms, toilets and therapy rooms, and will need to source funding for such a 

project.  

It will take a while before this project is able to get off the ground, but as we look back over the past few years 

since we started, and see the way God has provided for us in such miraculous ways, we can testify that He is 

faithful and that He will provide the means for our needs in His time. We look forward to the future with 

excitement to see what He has in store for us.  

 

LONG WEEKEND: 

Please note this weekend is a long weekend as Monday 20th March is a national school holiday and Tuesday 21st 

March is Human Rights Day. Hope you all find time to relax. 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS: 

The first term is coming to an end, and school will close on Thursday 30th March for the holidays. We will reopen 

on Tuesday 18th April after the Easter weekend. 

2ND TERM LONG WEEKEND: 

Thursday 27th April is Freedom Day; Friday 28th April is a National school holiday; Monday 1st May is Worker’s Day. 

School will therefore be closed over this long weekend. 

 

PARENT INTERVIEWS: 

Teachers will meet with parents soon to discuss their child’s progress at school. Each teacher will liaise with the 

parents of children in her class to make individual appointments. Written reports are given to parents twice a 

year, in June and November.  

Kind Regards 

Sheryl and the Cornerstone Team 

 


