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NEWSLETTER NO. 5 – NOVEMBER 2018 

 

Dear Parents 

 

STAFF NEWS: 

We have had a really happy year with 2 new staff members joining us – Tammy Smulders as our Preschool head 

teacher, and Lee-Anne King as the assistant teacher in the Foundation Class. Tammy and Lee have just slotted in 

so well with our team and we look forward to many more years working with them. Their full details were 

included in the January 2018 Newsletter.  

 

 

 

         

Tammy                  Lee-Anne 

HDE (Foundation Phase) 

BA Psych and Education   

 

 

 

 

Our Foundation Class teacher, Tansy Allison, is moving to Durban at the end of this year, and 

sadly we have to say goodbye to her. Tansy started at Cornerstone in March 2014, the year 

the school was established. She was initially an assistant teacher to Lorrell while completing 

her final year of studies, B. Ed. (Foundation Phase). We were delighted when she graduated 

and applied for the new teacher’s post for a second class that was opening at our school in 

January 2015.  

We have known for a long time that Tansy has been hoping to move to Durban, and have 

been supporting her through the process of finding the right teaching post. We are thrilled to 

announce that she has been given a Grade 2 post at Livingston Primary school, a short term 

government remedial school with a Developmental Unit.   

 

We are so proud of Tansy’s success in her application. We know that she has been a wonderful teacher at our 

school, and that Livingston are fortunate to have her on their staff next year. We wish Tansy every success and 

happiness at her new job and the new home that she will set up for herself.  

 

We have been working through CV’s for a while now, and have a shortlist of suitable applicants. We will notify 

parents when our new teacher has been appointed.  
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Here is the rest of our A-TEAM: 

Lorrell has been with us from January 2014, and is a highly qualified and experienced teacher. 

She came to us as a Foundation Phase teacher with a B. Ed through Unisa. In addition Lorrell 

had gained valuable experience teaching pupils from preschool to senior school, but also in 

having a special needs autistic child of her own. This combination of experience has given her 

unique understanding and wisdom which is valued by her pupils, their parents as well as the 

rest of our staff. Lorrell completed her Honours in Inclusive Education through Unisa, in 2017, 

a remarkable achievement while simultaneously teaching and raising her own family as a 

single parent. Lorrell has also recently completed a remedial reading programme, and offers 

extra literacy classes to pupils at other schools. The pupils in her class at Cornerstone benefit 

from this expertise at no cost to their parents.  

 

Pearl is a Teacher Intern who is assisting Lorrell in the Junior class this year. She started at 

Cornerstone in 2016 as an assistant in Tansy’s class. Pearl soon started studying for her ECD 

diploma. She has been able to do her practical teaching modules at our school and is currently 

writing exams at Embury College in Durban. Pearl is also responsible for several co-curricular 

activities at our school. She has delivered an individualised Computer Skills programme for the 

pupils in the Foundation and Junior classes, each child working at their own pace. Pearl has 

also given LEGO lessons to these pupils, as well as Baking/Cooking lessons. Pearl has also been 

invaluable as a fill in teacher when someone is ill, as she has had experience in all phases of 

our school.  

 

 

Candy has been an assistant teacher at Cornerstone since January 2015. Candy is highly 

capable, a valuable support to the preschool teacher and is able to fill in for the teacher at a 

seconds notice. She has an excellent knowledge of child development and the particular 

needs and challenges of our children with autism or developmental delays. Candy has years 

of sports experience as an accomplished surfer, Playball coach and now part time swimming 

coach. Candy uses her knowledge to plan and execute PE lessons for the preschool pupils, 

and is often seen giving special attention to preschoolers during free play, assisting them 

with their physical skills and development.  

 

 

 

Thulile joined our team in 2014, the year that we opened. She has been an excellent 

assistant in the preschool class for these past 5 years and knows our routine thoroughly. 

Thulile is intuitive and has good understanding of our special needs children. She has a 

caring yet firm way of interacting with the preschoolers in particular. Thulile is a reliable, 

steady support in the preschool class. She is observant and responsible, and works hard to 

ensure that the daily routine runs smoothly.  

 

We are blessed to have such an incredible team of teachers at Cornerstone. 

Regards 

   The Cornerstone Team 


